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Whittier Flotilla 2011 Auxiliarist of  the Year       
Commodore Roy Stoddard on behalf of Rick Sparenga presented the Auxiliarist of the Year award to Jim

Hendley during the Flotilla Change of Watch ceremonies.

While a student in the fall 2010 Boat-

ing Skills and Seamanship class, Jim

indicated he was interested in joining,

teaching, and volunteering in a big

way with the Auxiliary.   His statement

at the time was “I can do that”.  Jim

joined the Flotilla January 12, 2011.

Since then he lost no time gaining

qualifications.  In less than a year, Jim

passed the Administrative Procedures

Course and qualified as Boat Crew-

man, Vessel Examiner, and Instructor.

Jim accepted the positions of Public

Education and Vessel Examiner

Flotilla Staff Officer. Jim’s goal is to

stay with his primary interest of Vessel

Exams and have another auxiliarist take

the Public Education staff position.  

Congratulations Jim! 

COMO Roy Stoddard presenting the Whittier Flotilla
Auxiliarist of the Year award to Jim Hendley

Photo by Cathey Sterling
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Thanks for a Great Year          
Immediate Past Flotilla Commander Mark

Parmelee at the December change of watch ceremony

thanked all 17 Flotilla Staff Officers and Vice Flotilla

Commander Stewart Sterling.  Certificates of Appre-

ciation were presented in addition to Stewart to Tom

Kane, Sue Whitney, John Whitney, Cathey Sterling,

Scott Thorsell, Deanna Barbarick, Dave Brubaker,

Bethany Kindrick, Bill Reiter, James Hendley, Jean

Holzheimer, Katie Parmelee, Kevin Combs, Ross

Blaker, Samuel Warner, Terry Stoddard, and Sylvia

Condy.

Recognition was also given for earlier certificates

issued to Nancy Harvey for finger printing, Kathy

Lyday for the roster, Tom Kane for the Boating Skills

and Seamanship Class and Bill and Linda for boat

taxi service in June of this year.

A second set of certificates were issued to:

Bethany Kindrick and Jared Nelson for assisting at

the ACES for Military Appreciation Night, Debra

Vanderbilt for fellowship services, Roy Stoddard for

remembering the Whittier Flotilla among all the other

Alaska Auxiliarists, Jim Chase for service as the Divi-

sion 2 Commander, Yvone Chase for taking meeting

minutes when some of the Parmelee’s left for spring

break, Rhonda Corson for volunteering to coordinate

the Anchor Aweigh Boat Show,  Linda Shogren for

public affairs work, Kathy and Russ Lyday for host-

ing our Boating Skills and Seamanship classes, Bob

Harvey for showing us how to retire from being a

Flotilla Staff Officer and for helping Jean, Lieutenant

Anderson for assisting the Auxiliary in his many

functions,                                                                                 

and Captain Fosdick for  “Agreeing with Dave

Brubaker to make crew operations more fun in 2012.”

FC Mark Parmelee

FC Mark Parmelee and Lieutenant Anderson

VFC Stewart Sterling, Captain Fosdick, FC Mark Parmelee
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New Members
Ann Larabee

I grew up in Boise, Idaho and moved around a bit

before coming to Alaska in 1990 to work as a wilder-

ness guide. I have master’s degrees in education and

psychology and work full time as a child custody in-

vestigator in high conflict divorces for the Alaska

Court System. James appreciates my work because it

makes him look great by comparison. Most of my

non-work time is spent looking after and chauffeuring

my awesome kids, Jackson, 13, and Emily, 10. I also

enjoy traveling, hiking, good food, and good books.

Our family took many wilderness trips together

over the years and got out on the water in canoes,

kayaks, and our raft. While fighting the bugs, rain,

and wind on the Copper River in the summer of 2010,

and realizing we have rafted all the family friendly

rivers within a two-day drive of Anchorage, we began

to discuss the possibility of trying some kind of mo-

torized boat. We ended up buying Papa’s Dream last

spring, deciding it was a vessel that could get our

family out together and help us explore Prince

William Sound. I was thrilled to finally have an in-

door bathroom and kitchen for our trips! As this type

of boating is new to us we were a bit overwhelmed by

all there is to learn, but we were happy to survive our

first summer on the boat without any major mishaps.

Russ and Kathy Lyday and Mark and Katie Parmelee

have been great mentors, answering our endless ques-

tions and offering a lot of practical help.                        

Farewell                                
Thanks, Mark I’m going to miss you guys, but it’s

time to move on to bigger and better things. The wife

retires 15 December, and our new house will be built

and ready to move in on 23 December and we will be

moving in to our retirement home soon after that. We

hope to have this house sold before we move down to

Idaho. That may not happen until spring the way the

market is going.

I want to thank all the people I work with not just in

this Flotilla but in all the other Flotillas as well for all

the knowledge I gained in Seamanship. I’m going to

apply that knowledge this spring when I take out my

new Sailboat. Just as soon as I fix the flat tire on the

trailer. We got lots of lakes to explore and all the time

in world to do it in.

I will remain active in the Coast Guard Auxiliary so

thanks for the transfer form I will be using it soon.    

Good luck to all and Happy Boating.

Sincerely, 

Claude Barker

Member Training
Team Coordination Training

January 14, 2012

Municipality Permit Training Room

4700 Elmore Road

between Tudor and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave.

Jim Chase and Mark Parmelee are putting together

a session for all Auxiliarists interested in Team Coor-

dination Training.  Although a requirement for the

boat crew program, this 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. training has

value for all auxiliarists.  Mark is especially looking

forward to including some new material in the deci-

sion making module.  If you want to learn more about

the content of the training please go to

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/training/tct/default.asp

Much of the course is conducted in a

discussion/case study format so each session is differ-

ent in how the material is covered.

Please pass the word around about this upcoming

training.  Questions and RSVP are best directed to

Mark at potterview@gmail.com.
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Member Training
Auxiliary Weather 

Senior Chief Jeff Estes from Sector Anchorage has

offered to teach our AUXWEA course. The course

should be interesting and all Auxiliarists are invited to

participate. The sessions will start at 6 pm on January

26, February 2, 9, 23, March 1, 8, 22, 29, April 5, 12,

26. The meeting place will be Suite 100, Highland

Tech Charter School, 5530 E. Northern Lights Boule-

vard. 

The Auxiliary Weather Specialty Course

(AUXWEA) helps auxiliarists prepare for operations

in all but the most severe kinds of weather. Auxil-

iarists will learn to evaluate forecasts and plan ahead.

Weather tools are presented and a discussion of

physics without mathematics will explain why the at-

mosphere behaves as it does.

The course is scheduled over 11 Thursday evenings.

Some chapters are easier than others are and should

get out before 9 pm. Chapter 5 discusses weather

fronts and that material will be covered over two

evenings. Adult learners are not expected to be able to

attend every evening but that is encouraged. Learning

the material should be fun. We hope to have a field

trip to the weather bureau at some point.

Please RSVP to Mark Parmelee to get started with

training materials.  

You can reach Mark at potterview@gmail.com

The Auxiliary Weather Specialty Course is one of

the three required courses to become AUXOP quali-

fied. For more information about AUXOP go to:

http://cgaux.org/members/auxop_2011_info.php

Alaska Ocean Observing System

We’d like to announce the release of a new version

of the AOOS real-time sensor map. The AOOS data

management team has been hard at work over the last

few months, redesigning the system and interface to

better meet user needs. 

Link: http://data.aoos.org/maps/sensors

New capabilities include:

Ability to see the latest observations from multiple

sensors housed on a single station at the same time 

Ability to “Deep Link” into a user’s current view by

clicking the star at the top left of the screen. This

means you can bookmark a specific view to return to,

or send it to a friend. 

View wind vectors on the main map, showing wind

direction and magnitude (soon wave vectors will be

added as well) 

View a visual representation of relative differences

in temperature, precipitation, or other parameter of

your choosing across stations 

Other interface updates

Please take a moment to review this exciting new

resource. We value your feedback and encourage you

to find the “feedback” tab on the left side of the map

to type comments or questions. This will help us pri-

oritize future enhancements to the application.
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Change of  Watch

The 2011 Change of Watch had some remarkable moments.  The impressive guest list to include Captain

Fosdick and his wife Kristine, Lieutenant Anderson, Auxiliary Liaison Ensign DeCaprio and her husband

Adam, DNACO-MS Marie Scholle and a surprise visit by LTJG Allie Ferko and Mike Henderson.  

The dinner was outstanding with a variety of dishes and deserts. As usual with the potlucks, the food was de-

licious. 

Mark Parmelee changed things up a bit by presentation of certificates of appreciation to many flotilla mem-

bers and to the Coast Guard for their “above and beyond” assistance and support.  

Commodore Roy Stoddard swore in the new FC Stewart Sterling and VFC Bill Morris.  The incoming

Flotilla Staff Officers then received their oath of office. 

The previous year winner chooses the Auxiliarist of the Year and presents the trophy and plaque. Rick

Sparenga was the 2010 Auxiliarist of the Year. Since Rick has returned to Arizona, Roy did the honors present-

ing Jim Hendley as the 2011 Auxiliarist of the Year.  

The Golden Anchor award was presented despite over 4,000 miles distance between the presenter Terry

Stoddard and recipient Dave Brubaker. 

The COW gift exchange continues to provide fun, good gifts and entertainment. This year several people

had multiple turns choosing gifts. 

A special thanks to Deanna Barbarick. Her dedicated efforts provided another memorable change of watch.  

Kristine and Captain Fosdick Janet Hohn, Marie Scholle, Linda Shogren Lieutenant Anderson

ENS DeCaprio and Adam COMO Stoddard, Stewart Sterling, Bill Morris LTJG Allie Ferko and Mike Hendrickson



Flotilla Commander Currents    
Welcome to 2012, I hope everyone had a safe and happy

holiday season!  

Along with the

New Year come

new goals for us.

The flotilla leader-

ship has been

asked to present

these to the district

level. What I am

asking you the

member is this;

what you would

like these goals be.

Take a minute and make a list of improvements that we

can do as a flotilla to better ourselves, which in turn betters

what we can do for the public. Send your list to me at

stews@alaska.com . I will go through all the sugges-

tions and present them at the February meeting so that we

ALL can decide on what the goals are going to be for the

flotilla in 2012 and then plan a course of action to accom-

plish those goals. In doing it this way I want to involve

more members to actively participate in all the auxiliary

programs that are offered and help with the team approach

to solving hurdles to accomplish those goals we choose to

meet.

Lots of things are in the works for us this year so I be-

lieve we all can look forward to some positive events that

should help with the final goal of keeping the Alaskan

public safer as they enjoy their boating season. Along with

the Public Education classes that are scheduled and Vessel

Exam events that are planned there are member training

classes and events also scheduled or in the planning stages.

For January, Team Coordination Training (8 hour TCT) is

offered first and then the Auxiliary Weather (AUXWEA)

class that has long been requested is being taught again.

Also this month several members from the Whittier flotilla

will be going to N-Train, the national training event in St

Louis. Keep checking with the flotilla website and your

Flotilla Staff Officers for all the training and events taking

place. 

We have more than several members that recently joined

that I know are looking forward to operations this summer.

Even though we have lost Operational Facilities (OP-

FACS) over the past couple of years, we did gain one just

before winter blanketed us with all this snow. That along

with a planned shore side Crew training event, Coxswain

Academy and a newer SAFEBoat this season should help

revitalize the operations program. Again, keep up with

your FSO-OP (Operations), FSO-MT (Member Training),

the flotilla website, the newsletter and email notices on all

the events going on this spring and summer. Hopefully the

weather this year is more favorable to boating but the

AUXWEA class should help with understanding that sub-

ject!

That’s enough for now, let’s see everyone at the meetings

and don’t forget to keep some FUN in it all!

Stewart

http://cgauxalaska.org/

http://www.cgauxwhittier.org/
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling

P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521
907-529-7353 alaskaaux@gci.net

All change of watch photos   by
Cathey Sterling



2011 Whittier Flotilla Change of Watch


